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Original
Psychoanalytical Study of Hysterical Blindness

——Psychoanalytical approach to psychosomatic disorders (1)

Mitsuo Kezuka*

Abstract

Psychosomatic diseases in the field of ophthalmology were classified into three groups by
Kato; such as -ocular conversion symptoms, ocular symptoms due to- meurotic psychization and
ocular vegetative neuroses.

Hysterical blindness is the most representative disease of ocular conversion symptoms,
therefore many clinical reports have been published.

However, there were no clinical reports discussed in detail from the viewpoint of psychoan-
alytic theory.

In this paper the recognition gained from a 2l1-year’ old girl suffering from hysterical
blindness, who was given supportive psychotherapy based on psychoanalytical understanding,
will be described.

As a result, the author has pointed out the psychopathology which involved Oedipal as well

as Pre-Oedipal ambivalence in this case.
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